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EVACUATION ZONE vs FLOOD ZONE 



 

 

Construction Services and Permitting 

One Fourth Street North, 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 

Floodplain Administrator – Rick Dunn, CFM, Building Official 

(727) 551-3391 

Rick.Dunn@stpete.org 

CRS Coordinator – Noah Taylor, CFM 

(727) 893-7283 

Noah.Taylor@stpete.org 



         
 Flood Policy Terms to 

know: 
Pre-FIRM = Built prior to a communities initial Flood Insurance Rate Map. 

Post-FIRM = Built after a communities initial Flood Insurance Rate Map. 

High Risk Flood Zones = Flood zones starting with an A or V or D 

Low to Moderate Risk Flood Zones = Flood Zones B, C, or X 

Risk-based Rating = Matching both the premium charged for flood  insurance  to 
the established risk of flooding. 

EC (Elevation Certificate) = Licensed surveyor form describing  elevations, 
characteristics of a building and flood zone risk for flood  policy risk- based 
rating.  This is different than a survey 

 

 



What is a CRS Score? 
 The CRS score is a discount score to drive down the flood insurance 

rate for an entire community  

 Residents in the city of St. Petersburg currently receive a discount of 
20% on their flood insurance policy compared to a community like 
Bellair where they receive a 0% discount on flood policies  

 The goal of the city to be the leader of Pinellas County and get policy 
holders a 25% discount on the policy  

 The private flood insurance marketplace also looks at CRS scores to 
open more capacity for different areas 

 



Where do I see the 
Discount on my policy? 

 

 



Why did we need NFIP reform? 

FEMA started NFIP in 1968 to reduce flood-related disaster costs 

 Offers flood insurance in exchange for floodplain management 

 established flood maps, building codes to prevent flood loss. 

 At inception, some high flood risk properties were granted subsidies 
(allowances) because they were built prior to 12/30/1974 or prior to 
when the community joined the Flood Program if later than 12/30/1974 
= Pre-FIRM 

 Properties “built to flood codes” (Post-FIRM) were grandfathered when 
flood maps changed  

 Low to moderate flood risk properties given Preferred Risk Rates 

 





 



July 6, 2012 – Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance 

Reform Act 

On July 6, 2012, the Congress of the US signed the 
Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012  

 Effective July 6, 2012- Reauthorized the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) for 5 years 

 Effective October 1, 2013- Discontinue certain premium subsidies 

 Effective October 1, 2013- Mandated that NFIP charge risk-based 
or actuarial rates to each property covered. 

 Effective October 1, 2013- Create a Reserve Fund 

 Effective October 1, 2013- Study future flood insurance issues 

 

  



Homeowners Flood Insurance Affordability Act 

of 2014 

 Limits premium increases to 18% annually for primary residencies and 25% for 
secondary, seasonal, rental and commercial  

 Restores grandfathering so property owners who build and maintain to NFIP 
standards in one flood zone aren’t rated in higher cost zones, simply because 
FEMA maps change. 

 Restores the original intent of Biggert-Waters, which is to gradually phase 
out subsides. 
 No more time-of-sale increases; increases will occur when flood insurance is 

annually renewed. 

 Buyers will no longer see 100% of the increase upfront at closing; now it’s spread out 
over many years. 

 Repeals FEMA’s authority to raise premium rates at the time of property sale. 

 Provides for higher deductibles up to $10,000 before flood losses are covered. 

 

  



April 1, 2015 Changes 

 2 Classes of Rates 
 Pre-Firm  

 Post-Firm 

 2 Categories within classes 
 Primary Residences 

 Least Affected 

 Secondary, Seasonal, Rental, Commercial 
 Most Affected 

 All Properties are affected by the April 1 changes but the most 
affected are Pre-FIRM Secondary, Seasonal, Rental and 
Commercial Policies 

 

  



April 1, 2015 Changes 

 All Properties 
 Reserve Fund Fee increasing from 5% to 15% 

 Annual Surcharge 
 Primary- $25 

 All Other- $250 

 Deductible Increase 
 Increasing from $5,000 to $10,000 – Requires lender approval 

 $10,000 deductible equates to a 40% savings from $1,250 
deductible 

 

  



April 1, 2015 Changes 

 Pre-Firm Primary Residences 
 These properties are going to see an increase of approximately 

25% annually.  The increase is stemming from a 15% premium 
rate increase and then a 10% reserve fund increase for a total 
increase of 25% 

 Pre-Firm Secondary, Seasonal, Rental, Commercial 
 These properties are going to see an increase of approximately 

37% annually.  The increase is stemming from a 25% premium 
rate increase, 10% reserve fund increase and a 2% annual 
surcharge fee for a total of 37% 

 

  



April 1, 2015 Changes 

 Post-FIRM Primary 
 These are least affected properties.  They are not see a 

rate increase but they are seeing the reserve fund 
increase and the annual surcharge 

 Post-FIRM Secondary, Seasonal, Rental, 
Commercial 
 These are affected but not by much.  They will not see a 

rate increase but they are seeing the reserve fund 
increase and the annual surcharge 

 

  





Future of Flood Insurance 

 FEMA vs. Private Market 
 FEMA will take all properties including properties that are very high 

risk 

 The private market needs to be selective in writing flood and does 
not want the highest risk or heavy single concentration of flood 

 Available private markets 
 American Strategic (ASI) 

 Bankers 

 Homeowners Choice 

 Ironshore 

 Lloyds of London 

 QBE 

 

  


